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Captive population
The captive population probably reaches millions of birds. However, it is regrettable that the different 
subspecies have been crossed in captivity, for the sole purpose of producing hunting birds, in total 
disregard for the distinctive characteristics of the different phenotypes. The selection of hunting 
birds (productivity, brooding, survival after release, and so on) has resulted in industrial production of 
pheasants that have little to do with wild individuals.

However, some passionate breeders try to maintain pure subspecies, or at least phenotypes resembling 
them: James Pfarr in the USA, Edouard Jelen in France, Christian Möller in Germany, Jan Driessen and 
Pol Sneyers in Belgium, Peter Reinders in the Netherlands and Tomas Pes at the Pilsen Zoo in the Czech 
Republic.
 
Breeding
Common Pheasants are hardy and some of the easiest to breed. They are usually housed in large 
enclosures with one male to several females but some breeders maintain pairs or trios in traditional 
aviaries of 20 to 25 m². The biggest risk comes from their nervous instinct that encourages them to burst 
into flight and crash into the roof of the aviary at the slightest fright. Planting of low bushes or tufts of 
grass allows the female to nest. The food consists of commercial compound feed for game farming. 
The need for mass production of game birds has led to the development of quasi-industrial farming 
methods that go beyond the scope of this book.
 
According to Bonisoli-Alquati et al. (2011), the level of testosterone present in the egg can have an 
impact, not only directly on the health of the chicks, but also on the subsequent success of reproduction 
owing to the quality of sexual characteristics acquired in adulthood.
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